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Exhibit 1. Health Spending in Select OECD Countries, 2008

Total Health Spending

Per capitac Percent GDP
Average annual real growth rate per capita: 

1998–2008
Australia $3,353a 8.5%a 3.6%a

Canada $4,079e 10.4%e 3.4%e

Denmark $3,540a 9.7%a 3.5%a

France $3,696 11.2% 2.3%
Germany $3,737 10.5% 1.8%
Netherlands $4,063e 9.9%e 4.1%e

New Zealand $2,683 9.9% 4.4%
Norway $5,003e 8.5%e 0.8%e

Sweden $3,470 9.4% 3.9%
Switzerland $4,627e 10.7%e 1.9%e

United Kingdom $3,129 8.7% 4.9%
United States $7,538 16.0% 3.4%
OECD median $2,995 8.7% 3.9%
a 2007. 
c Adjusted for differences in cost of living. 
e Estimate. 
Source: OECD Health Data 2010 (Oct. 2010).
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Exhibit 4. Supply and Utilization of Doctors and Hospitals in Select OECD Countries, 2008

Physician Supply and Use Hospital Supply, Use, and Spending
Practicing 

physicians per 
1,000 pop.

Doctor 
consultations  

per capita

Acute care 
hospital beds  
per 1,000 pop.

Average length of 
stay for acute care 

(days)

Hospital 
discharges  

per 1,000 pop.
Australia 2.97a 6.4 3.5b 5.9b 163a

Canada —f 5.7a 2.7a 7.5a 84a

Denmark 3.42a 8.9 3.0 —f 159
France —f 6.9 3.5 5.2 264
Germany 3.56 7.8 5.7 7.6 232

Netherlands —f 5.9 2.9 5.9 113
New Zealand 2.46 4.3a 2.2 —f 140
Norway 4.01 —f 2.5 4.8 172
Sweden 3.58b 2.9 —f 4.5a 165a

Switzerland 3.82 4.0a 3.3 7.7 169
United Kingdom 2.61 5.9 2.7 7.1 136
United States 2.43 4.0a 2.7a 5.5 130b

OECD median 3.00 6.4 3.3 6.0 161

a 2007. 
b 2006. 
f Data not available. 
Source: OECD Health Data 2010 (Oct. 2010).
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Exhibit 6. Supply, Use, and Price of Pharmaceuticals in Select OECD Countries 

Pharmaceutical Use, 2010g Pharmaceutical Spending

% adults taking at 
least one prescription 

regularly

% adults taking 
at least four 

prescriptions regularly
Per capita, 

2008c

% total health 
spending, 

2008

Average 
annual real 
growth rate 
per capita: 
1998–2008

Australia 54% 18% $480a 14.3%a 4.9%a

Canada 56% 17% $701e 17.2%e 4.6%e

Denmark —f —f $303a 8.6%a 2.9%a

France 45% 17% $607 16.4% 3.0%
Germany 54% 12% $563 15.1% 2.9%
Netherlands 56% 15% —f —f —f

New Zealand 55% 18% $257 9.6% 0.8%a

Norway 54% 14% $381e 7.6%e –0.8%e

Sweden 50% 17% $457 13.2% 3.5%
Switzerland 40% 10% $461a 10.3%a 2.0%a

United Kingdom 52% 13% $368 11.8% 2.3%a

United States 61% 25% $897 11.9% 5.3%
Median (countries shown) 54% 17% $461 11.9% 3.5%
a 2007. 
c Adjusted for differences in cost of living. 
e Estimate. 
f Data not available. 
g Source: Commonwealth Fund 2010 International Health Policy Survey of Eleven Countries. 
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Exhibit 8. Supply, Use, and Price of Diagnostic Imaging in Select OECD Countries 

MRI Machines CT Scanners
Devices per 
million pop., 

2008

Exams per 
100,000 pop., 

2008

MRI scan and 
imaging fees, 

2009g

Devices per 
million pop., 

2008

Exams per 
100,000 pop., 

2008
Australia 5.6 21d —f 56.0b,e 94d

Canada 6.7a 42 $824 12.7a 122
Denmark —f 38 —f 21.5 84
France —f 49 $436 —f 130
Germany —f —f $839 —f —f

Netherlands 10.4 39 $567 10.3 60
New Zealand 9.6 —f —f 12.4 —f

Switzerland —f —f —f 32.0 —f

United Kingdom 6.9 —f $179 10.2 —f

United States 25.9a 91a $1,200 34.3a 228a

Median (countries shown) 8.3 40 $696 17.1 108

Note: Data on CT scanners and MRI units do not include those outside hospitals in Germany and only for a small number in France. For the United Kingdom, the data refer only 
to scanners in the public sector. For Australia, the number of MRI units includes only those eligible for reimbursement under Medicare, the universal public health system; in 1999, 
60% of total MRI units were eligible for Medicare reimbursement. Also for Australia and France, data for CT and MRI exams refer only to utilization by out-patients and private 
in-patients (excluding those in public hospitals). Data not available for Norway or Sweden. 
a 2007. 
b 2006. 
d Difference in methodology. 
e Estimate. 
f Data not available. 
g Source: International Federation of Health Plans, 2009 Comparative Price Report. 
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Exhibit 9. Hospital Admissions for Chronic Diseases and Diabetes Amputations in  
Select OECD Countries, 2007 

Hospital Admissions for Chronic Diseases  
per 100,000 Population, 

Age 15 and Older
Diabetes lower 

extremity 
amputations 
per 100,000 

population, age 
15 and olderAsthma

Chronic 
obstructive 
pulmonary 

disease
Congestive 
heart failure Hypertension

Diabetes  
acute 

 complications

Canada 18 190 146 15 23 11
Denmark 43 320 165 85 20 21
France 43 79 276 —e —e 13
Germany 21 184 352 213 14 —e

Netherlands 26b 154b 171b,d 19b 8b 11b

New Zealand 73 308 206 16 1 12
Norway 42 243 188 70 20 11
Sweden 25 192 289 61 19 12
Switzerland 32a 100a 155a 55a 12a 16a

United Kingdom 76 236 117 11 32 9
United States 120a,c 203a,c 441a,c 49a,c 57a,c 36a,c

Median (countries shown) 42 192 188 52 19.5 12

Age-sex standardized rates. Data not available for Australia. 
a 2006. 
b 2005. 
c U.S. does not fully exclude day cases. 
d Netherlands includes admissions for additional diagnosis codes, which marginally elevates rates. 
e Data not available. 
Source: OECD Health Care Quality Indicators Data 2009.
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Exhibit 10. Five-Year Survival and Mortality Rates for Cervical, Breast,  
and Colorectal Cancer in Select OECD Countries 

Cancer Five-Year Relative Survival Rate 
(%), 2002–07

Cancer Mortality Rates per 100,000 Pop., 
2007

Cervical cancer 
(females only)

Breast cancer 
(females only)

Colorectal 
cancer

Cervical cancer 
(females only)

Breast cancer 
(females only)

Colon 
cancer

Canada 71.9e 87.1 60.7e —g —g —g

Denmark 61.3 82.4 54.4 2.6a 28.6a 25.3a

France —g —g 57.1f 1.5 22.0 16.0
Netherlands 69.0d 85.2 58.1d 2.0a 24.0a 24.1a

New Zealand 67.7 82.1 60.9 1.7 25.3 20.8
Norway 65.9d 81.9 57.8d 2.7 17.9 21.8
Sweden 65.8c 86.1 59.8c 2.3 18.3 16.9
United Kingdom 59.4 78.5 51.6 2.2 24.4 17.1
United States 67.0e 90.5 65.5e 2.1b 20.7b 14.4b

Median (countries shown) 66.5 83.8 58.1 2.2 23.0 19.0

Age standardized rates (%). No data available for Australia, Germany, or Switzerland. 
a 2006. 
b 2005. 
c 2003–08. 
d 2001–06. 
e 2000–05. 
f 1997–02. 
g Data not available. 
Source: OECD Health Data 2010 (Oct. 2010) and OECD Health Care Quality Indicators Data 2009.

Exhibit 11. Rates of In-Hospital Case-Fatality Within 30 Days of Admission in Select OECD Countries 

In-Hospital Case-Fatality Within 30 Days of Admission per 100 Patients, 2007

Acute myocardial infarction Hemorrhagic stroke Ischemic stroke
Canada 4.2 23.2 7.6
Denmark 2.9 16.7 3.1
Netherlands 6.6b 25.2b 5.6b

New Zealand 3.3 23.8 6.3
Norway 3.2 13.7 3.3
Sweden 2.9 12.8 3.9
United Kingdom 6.3 26.3 9.0
United States 5.1a 25.5a 4.2a

Median (countries shown) 3.8 23.5 4.9

lengths of stay.  Medicare data is available on 30-day mortality in the U.S., but this is not currently available from private insurers. 
Age-sex standardized rates (%). No data available for Australia, France, Germany, or Switzerland. 
a 2006. 
b 2005. 
Source: OECD Health Care Quality Indicators Data 2009.
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



























































 

 











 









 









 



 

 











 





 









 







 

























































 





 







 







 








































